










EUROPE'STOP STARTUP MARKETDISCOVERY PROGRAMME

BRINGING 

INNOVATIONS  

FROM

LAB-TO-MARKET

Empowering researchersandaspiring entrepreneurs to transform innovation into high-impact 

market-validated food& agtech businesses



Join a community of agrifood founders & researchers to 

collaborate& exchange knowledge within yourarea ofexpertise

Connect andtest your innovation with 100+ customers& 

stakeholdersinthe agrifood industryworldwide

Establish if there’sa viablemarketneed foryour innovation & 

evaluate thescale of its commercial potentialwith experts

Receive 7,000 € in equity-free funding, & up to 10,000 € 

additional equity-freefunding forall teamseligible forSeedbed+

B ENEFITS

All thesupportyou needto launch& builda scalable food & agtech business



M IS S IONS

Does yourinnovationhavethepotentialto solve theworld's mostpressing agrifood challenges?

Foodproductswithimprovednutritional
profiles,such asreducedlevelsofsalt,sugar,
ortransandsaturated fats. Technology 
products or services that help to changeor
personalisediets inlinewith
dietary guidelines.

Improvingenvironmentalimpactoutcomes
with new food and packaging products that 
use alternative or new ingredients, 
particularly protein diversification products,
orproductsusingfoodwasteorside-
streams.

Technologythat improvestransparency,
and traceability across the food system, and 
reduces the costburdenattachedtofood
insecurityandfoodsafety issuesonaglobal
scale.
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MARKETDISCOVERY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

T
R

A
I
N

I
N

G
,

E
X

P
E

R
T

&
P
E

E
R

T
O

P
E

E
R

S
U

P
P
O

R
T

SEEDBED SHOWCASE

HEALTHIERLIVES  
THROUGHFOOD

NET ZERO  
FOODSYSTEM

FOODTRANSPARENCY  
&RESILIANCE

Present yourgo-to-market strategyandroadmaptoapanelofexperts

LEANSTART-UP  
FUNDAMENTALS

Market Analysis

Business ValueProposition  

Business ModelCanvas
F ood & Agt ec h, C i r cu l a r i t
y & Di gi t a l i s a t i o n

Product -Market Networking 100+Industry
Skills Connections

Startup
Roadmap

1:1Business
Opportunities Coaching

Business Skills
Training

7 ,0 0 0 € eq ui t y -f r ee f u nd i n g t o a t t e nd mee t i ngs & ev
e nt s a c r os s E ur o pe

SEEDBED +
The Seedbed teams with a successful market-validation outcome are exclusively selected to 

receive additionalfunding, training& techduediligencesupporttolaunchandbuild theirbusiness



LEAN S TARTUP  

FUN DAM ENTALS

S EED B ED  

S HOW CAS E

APPLICATI ONS

TRAI N IN G &  

S UPP ORT

STARTUP TRAINING  

NETWORKCONNECTIONS  

BUSINESS COACHING  

PEER TOPEER LEARNING

JULY-OCT

JAN - MAR 2023

EVALUATION  

APRIL

3 DAYONLINE BOOTCAMP  

SEEDBEDFINALSELECTION

MAY

S EE DB E D KICK-OF F

3 DAY IN PERSONEVENT
JUNE

E ITFOOD

VEN TURE S UM M IT

1 DAY IN PERSONEVENT

NOVEMBER

PRESENTATIONS &  

SEEDBED+FINALSELECTION

NOVEMBER

TIM ELIN E



OUR IM PACT

0



DavidOfner

Thanks to Seedbed, we now have a much sharper vision. 

We received excellent business coaching and we learned 

key industry insights, which shifted us from being a team 

with oneproductconceptto becomingafocusedbusiness 

with a full range of possibilities. Our business strategy has 

radically changedandwehavejustreceivedpositive  

feedbackonanewcustomerpilotproject.

evanium.de

CarloWerkmann

FelixRolka

Targeted 
NutritionRegion:Germany

https://www.evanium.de/


Doyouhaveascience-basedtechnologyat TRL4 (min)that 

canhelptransformthe food system?

Areyouan individualora teamnotyet founded,ora pre-

seed startup?

Areyou,ora teammember,anEU resident orcitizen,with, 

orintendingto incorporateacompanyintheEU?

Can you commit to a minimum of 8 hours per week between

May & Dec2023to participate inthisprogramme?

ELIGIB ILITY



APPLY

Applicationsareopen,APPLYNOW!

Or,JOIN OUR COMMUNITYtostay informed  

of all ourstartuptrainingand events

Applicationdeadline:

March26th2023

entrepreneurship.eitfood.eu/launch



Dr Olga Pelekh

opelekh@wz.uw.edu.pl

CONTACT

entrepreneurship.eitfood.eu/launch





Georgia and
Armenia

Iceland
SCALING THE 
ALTERNATIVE 
PROTEIN REVOLUTION
Helsinki, Finland

ACHIEVING 
CARBON 
FARMING
Bilbao, Spain

FOOD AS MEDICINE 
Haifa, Israel

ACCELERATING THE 
AGTECH REVOLUTION 
Munich, Germany

FUTURE INGREDIENTS 
& PROCESS
Paris, France

The EIT FAN team and its 5 European hubs 
connect impactful agrifood startups with 
industry-leading corporate and research 
partners, to test and pilot innovative 
technology and drive the ultimate goal of 
every business: a successful market 
adoption.

EIT Food Accelerator Network is a 3-month 
Tech Validation Quest (theme based) 
cohort-style programme with a pan-
European scope that helps and support 
startups to accelerate their technology and 
further advance their investment and 
commercial readiness.

OUR PROMISE

EIT FOOD ACCELERATOR NETWORK



• FOOD SAFETY – CHEMICAL AND 

MICROBIOLOGICAL
• IMPACT OF PROCESSING ON 

HEALTHFULNESS OF FOODS
• TARGETING NUTRITION TO DIFFERENT 

INDIVIDUALS
• GUT MICROBIOME, DIETARY FIBERS

AND HEALTH
• ENCAPSULATION AND FOOD DELIVERY 

SYSTEMS
• FOOD RE-FORMULATION AND 

CULINOLOGY
• NUTRACEUTICALS AND FOOD 

BIOACTIVES
• …

• CELLULAR AGRICULTURE

• PRECISION FERMENTATION
• SIDE STREAM VALORISATION VIA 

CELL AG PROCESSES
• UPGRADING PLANT_BASED RAW 

MATERIALS WITH FRACTIONATION 

TECHNOLOGIES
• MYCOPROTEINS, ALGAE
• OTHER RELEVANT TECHNIQUES OR 

SOLUTIONS

SCALING THE 

ALTERNATIVE PROTEIN 
REVOLUTION

Helsinki Hub

FOOD                                      

AS                              
MEDICINE

Haifa Hub

TECH VALIDATION QUEST THEMES & SUBTOPICS 2023

EIT FOOD ACCELERATOR NETWORK

• VERTICAL FARMING

• PRECISION FARMING
• ROBOTICS AND AUTONOMOUS 

DEVICES
• DIGITAL AGRICULTURE
• SATELLITE/AI MEASUREMENTS

• BLOCKCHAIN

ACCELERATING THE 

TECH REVOLUTION 
IN AGRICULTURE

Munich Hub

• FOOD PRODUCTION IN LAND 

AND WATER
• RESTORING PRACTICES TO 

RECOVER FORESTS AND 
WETLANDS

• NEW BUSINESS MODELS TO 

VALUE CARBON FARMING
• ADVANCED ANALYTICS TO SELECT 

SEEDS AND TO DEVELOP 
‘PRESCRIPTIONS’ FOR CROP 
PROTECTION

• AQUACULTURE

ACHIEVING           

CARBON               
FARMING

Bilbao Hub 

• NOVEL PLANT BASED 

INGREDIENT SOURCES (ALGAE, 
MYCOPROTEINS, INSECTS)

• NOVEL PROCESS TECHNOLOGY 
(EXTRACTION, FRACTIONATION, 
EXTRUSION)

• BIOMASS UPCYCLING AND SIDE 
STREAM VALORISATION (EXCL. 
CELL AG)

NOVEL 

INGREDIENTS & 
PROCESS

Paris Hub













APPLICATION PROCESS

1. Join the EIT Food Entrepreneurs Community

https://entrepreneurship.eitfood.eu

2. Find out for which program you are eligible for and complete the 
application form (upload a short video pitch and slide deck)

3. Submit your application

Applications close on 26th March



Dr Olga Pelekh

Seedbed

opelekh@wz.uw.edu.pl



FOR APPLICANTS 
FROM SOUTHERN, EASTERN 
AND CENTRAL EUROPE

APPLICATIONS OPEN IN SPRING 2023!



TEST FARMS

ELIGIBLE STARTUPS IN TEST FARMS:
EIT REGIONAL INNOVATION SCHEME (RIS)

EU Member States:
Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Greece, 
Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain

Associated Countries:
Montenegro, Republic of North Macedonia, Serbia, Turkey, 
Ukraine.

Outermost Regions:
Guadeloupe, French Guiana, Martinique, Mayotte, Reunion Saint Martin
(France), the Canary Islands (Spain), the Azores and Madeira (Portugal)



B US I NES S  CR EATI ON

STARTUP PROGRAMMES OVERVIEW



Empowering Women in Agrifood
2023

O B J E C T I V E :

W O M E N  T H AT  L E AD  AGR I F O O D



Empowering Women in Agrifood (EWA) programme is aimed at 

reinforcing female leadership and supporting women with business 

ideas or female-led startups in early stage of development operating 

in the agrifood sector.

The goal of the programme is to provide comprehensive mentoring

of the participants' career, so that they can successfully set up 

a sustainable agrifood business.

6 CEE RIS countries in 2023:

Estonia, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia and Serbia

SHORT INTRODUCTION TO EWA

EWA | Empowering Women in Agrifood - EIT Food

https://www.eitfood.eu/projects/ewa-empowering-women-in-agrifood-2022


LEARN MORE

https://www.eitfood.eu/projects/ewa-empowering-women-in-agrifood-2022


E W A  2 0 2 3

Open call for 
participants

Kick off 
meeting for 

subcontractors

13/03/2023

04/202328/02/2023

Please help 

us find new 
EWAs!



EWA prog ramme  
w e bs ite

EWA | Empowering Women 
in Agrifood | EIT Food

V I S I T:

https://www.eitfood.eu/projects/ewa-empowering-women-in-agrifood-2022
https://www.eitfood.eu/projects/ewa-empowering-women-in-agrifood-2022


LEARN MORE

Women in the agri-food 
industry - how cross 
gender collaboration 
impacts a successful 
transformation of the 
sector - EIT Food

https://www.eitfood.eu/events/women-in-the-agri-food-industry-how-cross-gender-collaboration-impacts-a-successful-transformation-of-the-sector
https://www.eitfood.eu/events/women-in-the-agri-food-industry-how-cross-gender-collaboration-impacts-a-successful-transformation-of-the-sector
https://www.eitfood.eu/events/women-in-the-agri-food-industry-how-cross-gender-collaboration-impacts-a-successful-transformation-of-the-sector
https://www.eitfood.eu/events/women-in-the-agri-food-industry-how-cross-gender-collaboration-impacts-a-successful-transformation-of-the-sector
https://www.eitfood.eu/events/women-in-the-agri-food-industry-how-cross-gender-collaboration-impacts-a-successful-transformation-of-the-sector
https://www.eitfood.eu/events/women-in-the-agri-food-industry-how-cross-gender-collaboration-impacts-a-successful-transformation-of-the-sector




EIT Jumpstarter is a pre-accelerator programme
for innovators in the healthcare, agri-food, raw 
materials, energy, urban mobility, digital, 
manufacturing industries and the New 
European Bauhaus.

The program contributes to boosting innovation and 
entrepreneurship within Central-Eastern and Southern-
European Regions by validating innovative solutions and 
connecting them with the articulated demands from the 
industry.

EIT Jumpstarter is ideal for teams with innovative business idea, who want to 
jumpstart their company. With the contribution of best-in-class experts, 
creative community, unique know-how our aim is to support idea-holders to 
turn their ideas into business. We help them build a viable business model 
around their innovative product or service idea, validate it and if their 
business idea is proven to be sustainable, we encourage them to register their 
company.

We introduce teams to partners, investors, regulatory bodies and 
companies that can produce their products, their first buyer or a test site. They 
meet major innovation hubs in Europe, which is important when they want 
to enter foreign markets.
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How will Jumpstarter journey unfold?

Online bootcamps
Approx. 15 hours
Focus: pitch deck and 
identification of the areas for 
further development

May-June

Jo
in

t 
ca

ll

Local joint trainings
Approx. 40 hours

Focus: validation! business plan, business 
model canvas, competitive landscape, go-
to-market strategy, roadmap

July & Sept

se
le

ct
io

n Grand Final
Pitch contest
Take your business to 
the next level

November

In
co

rp
o

ra
ti

o
n

1st prize: 
EUR 10,000se

le
ct
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n

se
le

ct
io

n

270 teams 135 teams 54 teams



YOU WILL GET:
✓ Training from experienced innovators
✓ Support the ideation process through business upskilling
✓ Cross-sectoral validation to reach product/solution market fit
✓ A grant to cover your travel and accommodation costs, or 

develop your project and create your start-up
✓ Access to the EIT alumni and investor network
✓ Entrepreneurial toolbox to create and innovate your business 

model
✓ A chance to win the €10,000 first prize

Access to 
knowledge

Access to 
market

Access to 
network

Access to 
finance



Check your eligibility
• Are you from EIT RIS?
• Does your business idea fit into one of the 

Jumpstarter’s thematic fields?
• Do you already have your company registered 

for this idea?

• Prepare yourself:
• Read carefully the Terms and Conditions
• Read the questions

• Prepare your answers offline, read them and reformulate 
if necessary before the submission

• Use proper English

Fill out the application form

Apply by
16th April

Application
is open!

apply.eitjumpstarter.eu

https://apply.eitjumpstarter.eu/


Do you have any questions?
Contact us!

eitjumpstarter.eu

Adam Strzelecki
adam.strzelecki@eitfood.eu

Paulina Nowotka
paulina.nowotka@eitfood.eu

https://apply.eitjumpstarter.eu/
https://apply.eitjumpstarter.eu/


TeamUp



TeamUp

TeamUp is a 7-month programme that finds and matches up 
brilliant innovators with compatible and complementary profiles. 
TeamUp provides important tools and support to build your startup 
including expert guidance, world-class training, mentorship, 
networking and funding. These new teams will be nurtured to create 
strong co-founder relationships with aligned purpose and values.



For whom?

You've got a technology that can transform the 
food system.

• Have an impactful agrifood technology that 
tackles one of EIT Food's Focus Areas;

• Want to bring your innovative solution to the 
market but struggle to commercialize it;

• Are passionate about entrepreneurship and 
want to develop and grow an impactful agrifood
startup;

• Want to partner up with the right co-founder 
who would lead the business side of developing 
a startup.

1.
You’ve got the skills and experience to build a successful 

agrifood startup.

• Have entrepreneurship development experience in areas like 
business, operations, marketing, strategy and want to apply your 
skills to bring an impactful agrifood solution to market;

• Are passionate about innovation and technology in the agrifood 
sector;

• Want to partner up with brilliant technologists and become a co-
founder or team member of an innovative agrifood startup;

• Care about making a positive impact in one of EIT Food's Focus 
Areas.

2.

https://www.eitfood.eu/discover
https://www.eitfood.eu/discover
https://www.eitfood.eu/discover


TeamUp Programme Overview

April- June

Application
Applications open to 

technologists and 
entrepreneurs with a 
passion for agrifood.

July -
August

Matchmaking
Matching brilliant Tech 

Co-Founders with 
experienced Business 

Co-Founders

August -
November

Building a Team
Coaching, Training 

and a series of 
techniques to build a 
long-term effective 

team.

November

Launching a Startup
Best practices and 

strategies on how to 
build and grow an 
impactful agrifood 

startup

November

Graduation
Most promising 

teams will receive 
funding from EIT 

Food.

Monthly stipend of 
2.000€ per team

Final Prize up to 
40.000€







https://www.eitfood.eu/news/call-for-contributors-to-teamup-programme-in-2023

https://www.eitfood.eu/news/call-for-contributors-to-teamup-programme-in-2023


Contact us

Juan Ignacio 
Zaffora
EIT Food CLC South
juan.zaffora@eitfood.eu

Paulina Nowotka
EIT Food CLC North-East
paulina.nowotka@eitfood.eu

https://www.eitfood.eu/projects/teamup

https://www.eitfood.eu/projects/teamup


https://www.eitfood.eu/projects/test-farms

https://www.eitfood.eu/projects/test-farms


TEST FARMS

PROGRAM GOAL
To support technological transformation in agriculture by:
• Enabling startups to test and validate their products and services and then 

showcase them to potential clients and investors.
• Giving farmers access to innovation and technology validated by EIT Food.
• Promote sustainable innovations round agriculture.

FOR WHOM?
• Incorporated startups and individuals with innovative agritech solutions 

that can be tested on farm, with crops or livestock. The innovation should 
resolve an agriculture challenge related to
• sustainability (input reduction),
• precision agriculture,
• digital traceability,

APPLICATION DATES: 20 MARCH - 30 APRIL

PROGRAMME PAGE: https://www.eitfood.eu/projects/test-farms

https://www.eitfood.eu/projects/test-farms






https://www.eitfood.eu/news/call-for-contributors-to-test-farms-programme-in-2023

https://www.eitfood.eu/news/call-for-contributors-to-test-farms-programme-in-2023


We need to feed 10 billion 
people by 2050 (UN, 2017)

Over to 2 billion people are 
currently overweight (WHO, 

2018), while 800 million are 
undernourished (FAO, 2019)

Up to 35% of children under 
5 globally are stunted, 
wasted or overweight 
(UNICEF, 2019)

B US I NES S  CR EATI ON

SALES BOOSTER

PROGRAMME GOAL

• Build an internationalisation action plan to enter products in one of the RIS 
countries.

• Focus on startups' integration with the industry.

FOR WHOM?

• Startups whose innovative product or solution achieved considerable results in 
sales &

• Startup has sales/business development team and resources available to start 
expanding your sales abroad &

• Startup is looking for external funding.

APPLICATION DEADLINE – TBA

PROGRAMME PAGE: https://www.eitfood.eu/projects/sales-booster

https://www.eitfood.eu/projects/sales-booster




B US I NES S  CR EATI ON

CONTACT DETAILS

Paweł Ciach
Test Farms
Pawel.ciach@eitfood.eu

Ewa Karolewska
Sales Booster
Ewa.karolewska@eitfood.eu

Paulina Nowotka
TeamUp & Jumpstarter
Paulina.nowotka@eitfood.eu

Aleksandra Niżyńska
EWA
Aleksandra.nizynska@eitfood.eu

Adam Strzelecki
Jumpstarter
Adam.strzelecki@eitfood.eu

Aleksandra Bara
EWA
Aleksandra.bara@eitfood.eu


